


About the USS Rochester Gallery

Ee is often most interesting when we consider its numerous and
unexpected connections. The year 1974 is a case in point. In that
year, the U.S. Navy’s last heavy cruiser, the USS Rochester CA 124, was
scrapped at Bremerton, Washington. At the same time, 2,700 miles
away in Rochester, New York, a beautiful new multipurpose auditorium
was opened on the campus of the Rochester Museum & Science Center.

The connection? Elsa and M. Herbert Eisenhart — two very generous,
patriotic, and community-minded Rochesterians. Mrs. Elsa Eisenhart
served as the official sponsor of the USS Rochester, from the day of its
christening through its service in the Korean War and its good will tours

in the western Pacific to its decommissioning and its eventual scrapping.

Mrs. Eisenhart and her husband, president of the Bausch & Lomb
Optical Company, also funded the construction of the auditorium that

now bears their name.
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Mrs. Elsa Eisenhart with her hushand, Mr. M. Herbert Eisenhart, and children, Eleanor and
Richard, at the launching ceremony in 1945.

In recognition of the Eisenharts’
lifelong involvement with the USS
Rochester and their respect and
affection for its veterans, a gallery
dedicated to the ship’s story was
designed for the auditorium. This
special project was underwritten by
the Morris and Eisenhart families.

In 1999, with help once again from
these families and from many of the
veterans who served on the USS
Rochester, the gallery was com-
pletely renovated. The ship itself ‘
may be gone, but certainly she has Mrs. Isa Eisenhart presents a silver coffee

not been foreotten. Highlights of th and tea service to Captain A.T. Hathaway of
& ghiig ® the USS Rochesterin January, 1960.

new gallery include an exquisitely

detailed builder’s model of the USS Rochester CA 124 as well as the
ship’s original bell and wheel, all on loan courtesy of the Department of
the Navy. Mementos of the 1945 launching ceremony, including the frag-
ments of the ribboned champagne bottle sacrificed at the christening
and the actual launch banner that adorned the ship, are also on view.

The 1999 refurbishment incorporates several interactive exhibit ele-
ments created to enable visitors of all ages to become better acquainted
with daily life in this huge “floating city” and in so doing, to develop
their own connections to the U.S. Navy’s last heavy cruiser and the
people who loved and served on this ship.

The Rochester Museum & Science Center is grateful to the Elizabeth E Cheney Foundation for funding the
printing of this publication and thus enabling us to share this important story.



